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Syllabus for M. Phil 
 

 

Paper I – Folklore in the New World Order 

Paper II – Research Methodology 

Paper III – Dissertation Topic (Specialisation) IMPACT OF NYKS (Nehru Yuva  

                    Kendra Sangethan) activities in the youth folk of Kozhikode District. 

 

PAPER I - FOLKLORE IN THE NEW WORLD ORDER (4 CREDITS) 

 

Unit I: Modernism, Postmodernism and Folklore 

Theorising Modernism and Postmodernism (Language of Modernism and Postmodernism; 

Postmodernism and Language; The Politics of Modernism and Postmodernism (Ideology of 

Modernism in Support of Colonialism and Capitalism. Democracy, Socialism and Communism as 

Counter-Action); For and Against the Enlightenment; Ideology of Postmodernism and Its 

Relationship to Postmodern Political and Cultural Situation; The Fragmentation and Late Capitalism; 

The Postmodern Condition (Nature of the Social Bond: The Modern Alternative and Postmodern 

Perspective); The Political Possibilities and Limits of Postmodernism; Feminism and Postmodernism; 

The Failure of Modernism; The Promises of Postmodernism; Postmodernism and Visual Arts); 

Postmodernism and Social Sciences (Postmodern Social Sciences?); Postmodern Science as 

the Search for Instabilities) – Postmodernisation of Culture – Postmodernist Representation (Ethics 

and Politics in Postmodernity; Postmodernity and the Globalisation of Technoscience 

(Technology,  Modernity, Politics) – Toward a Theory of Self and Social Identity – Postmodern 

Urban Landscape  –  Critical Confrontations with Postmodernism – Reflections on 

Postmodernism  – Postmodernism and the Politics of Cultural Studies  – Impact of Modernist and 

Postmodernist Theories on Folklore  –  Folkloristics and Postmodernism. 
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Unit II: Folk Knowledge and Scientific Knowledge 

Folk Knowledge as Cultural Knowledge (Categories and Cognitive Models (Metaphor & Metonymy 

in Representing Knowledge of Presupposed Worlds; Culture and Cognition; Folk Classification: 

Relativity and Universality; Extended and Transferred Meaning; Variability and Change; Context and 

Behaviour), Embodied Mind/ Reason (Phenomenological Approaches to Cognitive Science; The 

Bodily Basis of Meaning, Imagination, and Reason) – The Archaeology of Knowledge (The Elements  

of Archaeology; Statements; Archaeology and the History of Ideas and Science) – Science and 

Knowledge – The Problem of Ownership, Consolidation, Distribution Authenticity,  Property Rights 

of Knowledge – Generation of Knowledge and Differences – The Pragmatics of Narrative Knowledge 

– Knowledge and Identity  – Narratives of the Legitimation of Knowledge – Education, Research and 

Its Legitimation through Performativity Education – Universal Truth –  The Question of Rationality – 

Diversified Truth –  The Legitimation and Delegitimation of Knowledge – The Pragmatics of 

Scientific Knowledge  – Rationality and Ethnocentrism  – Difference between Information and 

Knowledge 

 

Unit III: Folklore: Application and Commercialisation 

Theorising Folklorism, Folklore Process, Fakelore, Applied Folklore and Public Folklore – 

Folklorism, Folklore Process, Fakelore, Applied Folklore and Public Folklore in the context of 

Commercialisation – Folklore as Material – Folklore as Medium – Folklore as Product – The Status of 

Academic Work in the Context of the Application and Commercialisation of Folklore –Exploring 

New Avenues for Folklore Applications – The Politicisation of Culture in Applied/ Public Folklore 

(Folklore as Medium; Folklore as Source; Folklore as Voice) – Folklore, Tourism and Problem of 

Cultural Displays – Public Folklore and Commercialisation in the Context of Globalisation – Folklore 

and Modern Advertising Systems (Uses  and Misuses of Folklore in the (Post)Modern Advertising. 

Impact of Application & Commercialisation of Folklore and the folk – Problem of Authority, 

Authenticity, Ownership and Royalty. 

 

Unit IV: Globalisation and Folklore 

Theorising Globalisation – Global Culture – Forms of globalisation – Globalisation for Imperialism? 

– Globalisation and Social Sciences – Globalisation and Developing Countries – Globalisation and 

Post-Modernity – Social and Cultural Impact of Globalisation – Globalisation and Deterritorialisation 

of Social and Cultural Identity – Problem of Globalising the Local and Localising the Global  – The 

Global Impacting upon the local (McDonalds Foods; Levi-Strauss Jeans; Hollywood Films, etc) – The 

Local Impacting upon the Global (Local Products and Local Foods, etc) – Global Culture and 

Postmodernity – Globalisation and Global Consumerism – Folklore for Global Market? – Media 

Imperialism and Global Media – Folklore, Media and Global Technology – Encountering 

Globalisation by Folklore – The Relevance of Folkloristics in the Context of Globalisation.    
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Callinicos, A., 1989. Against Postmodernism: A Marxist Critique, Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Casson, R., 1981. Language, Culture, and Cognition: Anthropological Perspectives, New York: 
Macmillan.  

Collins, J., 1989. Uncommon Cultures: Popular Culture and Postmodernism, New York and London: 

Routledge.  

Collins, P.H., 1990. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness and the Politics of 
Empowerment, London, Sydney, Wellington: Boston-Unwin Hyman. 

Connor, S., 1989. Postmodern Culture: An Introduction to Theories of the Contemporary, Oxford and 

New York: Basil Blackwell. 

Cook, G., 1994. The Discourse of Advertising. London: Routledge  

D’Andrade, R., 1981. “The Cultural Part of Cognition”, Cognitive Science, 5, 179-95. 

Dant, T. 1991. Knowledge, Ideology & Discourse: A Sociological Perspective, London & New York: 
Routledge.  

De Mooij, M., 1998. Global Marketing and Advertising: Understanding Cultural Paradoxes. Sage. 

Deleuze, G., and F. Guattari 1983. Anti-Oedipus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia, New York: Viking.  

Docherty, T., 1993. Postmodernism: A Reader, Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf. 

Eade, J., ed., 1997. Living the Global City. London: Routledge. 

Featherstone, M., 1982. “The Body in Consumer Culture”, Theory, Culture & Society, 1 (2): 18-33. 

Featherstone, M., 1990. Global Culture: Nationalism, Globalisation and Modernity. London: Sage. 
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Featherstone, M., 1991. Consumer Culture and Postmodernism, London: Sage. 

Featherstone, M., 1995. Undoing Culture: Globalisation, Postmodernism and Identity. Sage. 

Fokemma, D. and H. Bertons eds. 1986. Approaching Postmodernism, Amsterdam and Philadelphia: 

John Benjamins. 

Foster, H., 1985. Recordings: Art, Spectacle, Cultural Politics. Washington DC: Port Townsend. 

Foster, H., ed., 1983. The Anti-Aesthetic: Essays in Postmodern Culture, Port Townsend, Wash.: Bay 

Press. 

Foucault, M., 1970. The Order of Things: An Archaeology of the Human Sciences, London: Tavistock 
Publications. 

Foucault, M., 1980. Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings 1972-1977, C. 

Gordon ed., Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf. 

Foucault, M., 1984. “Space, Knowledge and Power”, in P. Rabinow ed., The Foucault Reader New 

York: Pantheon.  

Foucault, M., 1992. The Archaeology of Knowledge, tr. A. M. Sheridan Smith, New York: Routledge. 

Gardner, H., 1987. The Mind’s New Science: A History of the Cognitive Revolution, London: Basic 

Books.  

Gellner, E., 1992. Postmodernism, Reason and Religion, New York and London: Routledge. 

Giddens, A., 1990. The Consequences of Modernity, Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Giddens, A., 1991. Modernity and Self-identity: Self and Society in the Late Modern Age. Cambridge 

Polity Press.  

Gitlin, T., 1989. “Postmodernism: Roots and Politics.” Dissent, Winter: 100-8. 

Goldman, R., 1992. Reading Ads Socially, London & New York: Routledge.  

Gottdiener, M., 1995. Postmodern Semiotics: Material Culture and the Forms of Postmodern Life, 

Oxford UK & Cambridge USA: Blackwell. 

Gutting, G., 1989. Michel Foucault’s Archaeology of Scientific Reason, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Habermas, J., 1971. Knowledge and Human Interests, tr. J. Shapiro. Boston: Beacon Press. 

Habermas, J., 1987 The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity, Cambridge: Polity Press. 

Haraway, D 1991. “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist Feminism in the Late 

Twentieth Century”, in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature New York: 

Routledge. 

Hassan, I., 1987. The Postmodern Turn: Essays in Postmodern Theory and Culture, Columbus: Ohio 

State University Press. 

Hassan, I., and S. Hassan, eds. 1983. Innovation/Renovation: New Perspectives on the Humanities, 

Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

Hekman, S. J., 1990. Gender and Knowledge: Elements of a Postmodern Feminism, Boston: 

Northeastern University Press.  

Heller, A. and F. Fher 1988. The Postmodern Political Condition, Oxford: Blackwell. 

Holland, D. and N. Quinn eds. 1987. Cultural Models in Language and Thought, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Howes, D., ed., 1996. Cross-Cultural Consumption: Global markets, Local Realities. Routledge. 

Hutcheon, L., 1988. A Poetics of Postmodernism: History, Theory, Fiction, New York and London: 

Routledge. 
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Hutcheon, L., 1989. The Politics of Postmodernism, New York and London: Routledge. 

Jackendoff, R., 1993. Languages of the Mind: Essays on Mental Representation, Cambridge & 

Massachusetts: MIT Press. 

Jaggar, A. M. and S. R. Bordo eds. 1989. Gender/Body/Knowledge: Feminist Reconstructions of 
Being and Knowing, New Brunswick and London: Rutgers University Press. 

Jameson, F., 1981. The Political Unconsciousness: Narrative as a socially symbolic Act, Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press. 

Jameson, F., 1983. “Postmodernism and Consumer Society,” in Hal Foster ed., 1983. The Anti-
Aesthetic: Essays in Postmodern Culture, Port Townsend, Wash.: Bay Press, 111-25. 

Jameson, F., 1989. “Marxism and Postmodernism,” New Left Review 176: 31-45. 

Jameson, F., 1991. Postmodernism, or, the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism, Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press. 

Jameson, F., and M. Miroshi eds. 1998. The Cultures of Globalisation. Duke University Press. 

Johnson, M. 1987. The Body in the Mind: the Bodily Basis of Meaning, Imagination, and Reason. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Kaplan, E. A., ed., 1988. Postmodernism and Its Discontents: Theories, Practices, London: Verso. 

Kellner D., 1989. Jean Baudrillard: From Marxism to Postmodernism and Beyond, London: Polity 

Press. 

Kellner D., ed., 1989. Postmodernism/Jameson/Critique, Washington, DC: Maisonneuve Press. 

Lakoff, G., 1987. Women, Fire, and Dangerous Things: What Categories Reveal About the Mind, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Lash, S. and J. Friedman ed., 1990. Sociology of Postmodernism, London and New York: Routledge. 

Lash, S. and J. Friedman ed., 1992. Modernity and Identity, Oxford and Cambridge: Basil Blackwell. 

Lindenbaum, S. and M. Lock eds., 1983. Knowledge, Power and Practice: The Anthropology of 

Everyday Life, Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Lyon, D., 1998. The Information Society: Issues and Illusions. Polity Press. 

Lyotard, J.-F., 1983. “Answering the Question: What is Postmodernism,” in I. Hassan and S. Hassan, 

eds., Innovation/Renovation: New Perspectives on the Humanities, Madison: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 329-41. 

Lyotard, J.-F., 1984. The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge, tr. G. Bennington and B. 

Massumi, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 

MacHale, B., 1987. Postmodernist Fiction, London: Methuen. 

Macpherson, C.P.,1973. ‘Problems of a non-Market Theory of Democracy.’ in Democratic Theory: 

Essays in Retrieval Oxford: Clarendon Press.  

Manjali, F. D. 1998. Language, Culture and Cognition, New Delhi: Bahri. 

McNay, L., 1994. Postmodernism and Popular Culture, London & New York: Routledge. 

Mellor, P. and C. Shilling 1997. Re-forming the Body: Religion, Community and Modernity, London: 

Sage. 

Middlleton, P., 1992. The Inward Gaze: Masculinity and Subjectivity in Modern Culture, London & 

New York: Routledge.  

Natoli, J. and L. Hutcheon 1993. A Postmodern Reader, Albany: State University of New York Press. 

Nicholson, L. J., ed. 1990. Feminism/ Postmodernism, New York and London: Routledge. 
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Nietzsche, F., 1973. The Gay Science, tr. Walter Kaufmann, New York: Vintage. 

Norris, C., 1990. What’s Wrong with Postmodernism: Critical Theory and the Ends of Philosophy, 

London and New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf. 

Raschke, C.A. 1996. Fire and Roses: Postmodernity and the Thought of the Body, Albany, NY: 
SUNY. 

Robinson,G., and J. Rundell eds., 1994. Rethinking Imagination – Culture and Creativity London: 

Routledge. 

Rosaldo, M. 1980. Knowledge and Passion, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Ross, A., 1989. No Respect: Intellectuals & Popular Culture, London & New York: Routledge. 

Rutherford, J. ed., 1990. Identity: Community, Culture and Difference. London: Lawrence and 

Wishart. 

Sarup, M., 1993. Post-Structuralism and Postmodernism, Hemel Hempstead: Harvester Wheatsheaf. 

Schank, R. 1995. Tell Me a Story: Narrative and Intelligence. Evanston, IL: Northwestern University 

Press.  

Scott, A., ed., 1997. The Limits of Globalisation. London: Routledge. 

Smart, B., 1992. Modern Conditions, Postmodern Controversies, London and New York: Routledge. 

Smart, B., 1993. Postmodernity, London and New York: Routledge. 

Smith, H. 1989. Beyond Postmodern Mind, Wheaton: Quest. 

Spence, D.P., 1982. Narrative Truth and Historical Truth, New York: Norton. 

Taylor, C. 1989. Sources of the Self: the Making of the Modern Identity, Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 

Turner, B. S., 1984. Medical Knowledge and Social Power, London & Beverly Hills: Sage. 

Turner, B. S., ed., 1990. Theories of Modernity and Postmodernity, London: Sage. 

Turner, B.S., 1994. Orientalism, Postmodernism and Globalism. Routledge. 

White, S. K., 1991. Political Theory and Postmodernism, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Wilson, R. and W. Dissanayake eds. 1996. Global-Local Culture: Culture Production and the 

Transnational Imaginary. Duke University Press. 

Worsley, Peter, 1997. Knowledge: What Different Peoples make up the World. Profile Books. 

& 

Please refer to the Reading Lists of M.A. Syllabus for more books on above-mentioned areas.  
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PAPER II - RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 

Unit  1: Definition and Concept 

Difference between Monograph and Thesis – Generalisation – Establishing Thesis  

 

Unit 2: Research Procedure 

Selection of Topic – Problem statement – Hypothesis – Types of Source material – Primary 

data and secondary data - Collection of Data – Field methodology – method of preparing 

ethnographic note – card system and file system – Analysis of material – logical process - 

Thesis. 

 

Unit 3:  Structure of Thesis 

Three Parts of Thesis – aspects of Thesis – Primary body of Thesis – Reference materials – 

Chapter division – foot noting – Quotation – style of Thesis writing – Bibliography – 

Appendix table – Abbreviations – Script and lay out of Thesis. 

 

Unit 4:  A methodology for Folklore Research 

Universals and Ethnic category – Generalisation and establishing Thesis - View from out side 

and view from inside - Folk view of facts – What the data say - Importance of Folk identity. 

 

 

Reading Lists: 
 

1. Anderson, Jonathan Berry H Durston & Millicent Poole 1989: Thesis and assignment 

writing, New Delhi: Wileg Eastern Ltd. 

2. Graves; Norman & Ved Varma 1997: Working for a Doctorate, London: Routledge. 

3. Hawkins, Clifford & Marco Sorgi 1992 Research: How to plan, speak and write about it, 

New Delhi: Narosa Publishing Company. 

4. Payyanad Raghavan 1998: Folklorinoru Padhana Paddhati, Trichur Kerala Sahitya 

Akademi. 

5. Sharma, B.A.V   D. Ravindraprasad & P.Satyanarayana (eds.) 1983: Research Methods in 

Social science, New Delhi Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 
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PAPER III - DISSERTATION TOPIC * 

 

Unit 1: Area of Research 

Problem of Research – Impact of NYKS(Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangethan) activities in the 

youth folk of Kozhikode District – the role of youth folk in the globalised era- 

Data-Primary & Secondary) the  limitations of secondary data- Primary data and its 

characteristics-contextual data. 

 

Unit 2: Field Methodology 

Applicable for the research- Observation method/Inerview method/questionnaire method. 

Unit 3 : Classification of  Data 

Pre-NYKS youths in Kpzhikode district-NYKS activities-youth activities with new 

perception. 

 

Unit 4: Dissertation writing 

Chapter 1:  Social background of Kerala Youth Folk- in the pre-NYKS Period 

Chapter 2: Structure and functioning of NYKS 

Chapter 3: Community participation programme and formation of folk 

Chapter 4: Conclusion 

Appendix: Bibliography- index etc. 

 

Unit 1:  Area of Research 

 Life and culture of Kattunaikar in Wayanad and Malappuram districts.  Their social 

systems, Kinship, beliefs, rituals, language etc., the problem they faced in the age of 

Globalization- (Data primary and secondary) 

Unit. 2  Field Methodology 

 Applicable for the research- Observation method/Interview method/questionnaire 

method. 

Unit. 3:  Classification of Data 

Oral tradition, material culture, performing Arts forms, beliefs, rituals, customs of 

Kattunaikar. 

 

Unit 4:  Introduction 

Chapter 1:  Social and Cultural life of Tribes in Kerala 

Chapter 2:  Life and Culture of Kattunaikar 

Chapter 3:  Social change world view, Identity of Kattunaikar 

Chapter 4:  Conclusion 

Appendix, Information’s, Bibliography 
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